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Design 
Systems? 





What are  
design systems 
a symptom of? 





“We are now in transition from an 
object-oriented to a systems-oriented 
culture. Here change emanates, not 
from things, but from the way things 
are done.”

Jack Burnham 
Systems Esthetics (1968)



A need for 
designing for 
complex digital 
systems at scale



source: Material Design













What should  
inform a modern 
design practice?



Code  
is a 
material.



Design Engineering





“Meta-design is much more difficult 
than design; it’s easier to draw 
something than to explain how to 
draw it.”

Donald Knuth 
The Metafont Book (1989)











Wood, Metal, 
Clay, Stone, 
Glass, Textiles, 
Color, Code.





Visual identities 
as dynamic 
entities.



Casa da Musica, Sagmeister & Walsh, 2010

Mit Media Lab, Pentagram, 2014 Whitney Museum, Experimental Jetset, 2013

Dutch National Museum of World Cultures, Lava, 2008



Noa Noa, Venue & Screen System



Noa Noa, Typography System



Noa Noa, Posters



CCC, Identity System





Design through 
mockups 
functional 
prototypes.



Noa Noa, Identity Development Process



O’Reilly Media, New Learning Products



Deliver 
guidelines  
workflows  
& tools.



“Designers love to craft design principles, rules for 
their coworkers to follow – this rarely works. The 
principles always create more work. There is little 
motivation for anyone to change their own 
behaviour simply because someone with no 
authority posts a sign. Smart designers study how 
coworkers tools/processes make it hard to do good 
design – and they make better ones.”

Scott Berkun 
Author



O’Reilly Media, Design System



O’Reilly Media, Design System Tooling



Noa Noa, Moving Poster Generation Tool



Noa Noa, Screen Assets Generation Tools



Noa Noa, Venue & Screen System



Noa Noa, Live Screen Control System



MIT Libraries, Logotype Generation Tool



CCC, Grid Generation Tool



Deliver  
workflows  
and tools.

Code  
is a  
material.

Design through 
functional 
prototypes. 

Visual identities  
as dynamic  
entities.

What should inform  
a modern design practice?
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