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Colour palettes are boring and  
I blame developer frameworks.











Accessibility is ensuring your 
design works for disabled people.



Good colour accessibility benefits…

Colour-blind people
People with limited or impaired vision
Blind people



Web
Content
Accessibility
Guidelines
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21

https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21


Principle 1:
Perceivable
Information and user interface components must be  
presentable to users in ways they can perceive.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref



Guideline 1.1.1:
Text alternatives
All non-text content that is presented to the user has a text 
alternative that serves the equivalent purpose.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#text-alternatives





Guideline 1.4.1:
Distinguishable: use of color
Color is not used as the only visual means of conveying information, 
indicating an action, prompting a response, or distinguishing a 
visual element.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#use-of-color



SAVE

Your phone number:

+353 89 123 4567



Guideline 1.4.3:
Minimum contrast
The visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast 
ratio of at least 4.5:1.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#contrast-minimum





Guideline 1.4.6:
Enhanced contrast
The visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast 
ratio of at least 7:1.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#contrast-enhanced

1.4.6
Enhanced 

7:1.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#contrast-enhanced







Guideline 1.4.11:
Non-text contrast
The visual presentation of the following have a contrast ratio of at 
least 3:1 against adjacent colors:

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#non-text-contrast

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#non-text-contrast


Guideline 1.4.11:
User interface components
Visual information required to identify user interface  
components and states.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#non-text-contrast

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#non-text-contrast






Guideline 1.4.11:
Graphical objects
Parts of graphics required to understand the content.

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#non-text-contrast

https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/quickref/#non-text-contrast






contrast-ratio.com

Contrast

http://contrast-ratio.com


www.tpgi.com/color-contrast-checker

Contrast

http://www.tpgi.com/color-contrast-checker


www.whocanuse.com

Contrast

http://www.whocanuse.com


Accessible design limits your 
creative colour choices.



Creativity thrives 
under constraints.





blue orangegrey



blue orangegrey





blue orangegrey







blue orangegrey



steps

blue



green yellow pink red



green yellow pink red



white text white text white text white text

black text black text black text black text

Contrast

green yellow pink red



Usability

Usability



A brand shouldn’t use the  
same palette everywhere.



blue orangegrey











Better  

than boring



Draw attention
Distiguish
Emphasise
Aid Hierarchy
Focus

Usability





blue orange green yellow pink redgrey



blue orange green yellow pink redgrey



bluegrey
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Accessible colour palettes  
are all about pairs.

Contrast
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blue orange green yellow pink redgrey



blue orange green yellow pink red





Uniformity

css.land/lch/



hue
77°

hue
350°

hue
32°

hue 
152°

hue
54°

hue
276°

lightness 66%
chroma 86

Uniformity

blue orange green yellow pink

red



Uniformityhue
152°

hue
276°

hue
350°

hue 
77°

hue
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lightness 66%
chroma 86

blue orange green yellow pink

red
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Uniformity

orange yellow green bluepink purple



Brightness
Uniformity

orange

blue

pink

purple

green

blue green



Lightness
Uniformity

orange

blue

pink

purple

green

blue green



Don’t start at black
Uniformity

orange

blue

pink

purple

green

blue green



Rotate hues for more vibrancy
Vibrancy

orange

orange



Rotate hues for more vibrancy
Vibrancy

orange

blue

pink

purple

green

blue green



Designers are usually better 
than automated tools.



Tweak the standouts
Uniformity

orange

blue

pink

purple

green

blue green



Tweak the standouts
Uniformity

orange

blue

pink

purple

green

blue green



atmos.style

Contrast



atmos.style

4.5 Contrast



4.5 Contrast







Inverting light mode for dark  
mode is a fallback at best.







Light and dark modes are not 
aesthetic preferences.



Light and dark modes are 
accessibility preferences.









sea foam?



Communication and 
documentation is key.







The Little Prince
Antoine de Saint Exupéry











Vibrancy
orange

green

yellow

lilac

pink
red blue

grey



Uniformity

orange greenyellow lilacpink
red

blue grey



Contrast

orange greenyellow lilacpink
red

blue grey



Contrast

orange greenyellow lilacpink
red blue grey



Contrast

orange greenyellow lilacpink
red blue grey











Color Accessibility 
Workflows 
by Geri Coady

https://abookapart.com/products/
color-accessibility-workflows



Inclusive Design 
for a Digital World
by Regine M. Gilbert

https://link.springer.com/book/
10.1007/978-1-4842-5016-7



A11y Project
https://www.a11yproject.com/
resources/#colors



A11y Project
https://www.a11yproject.com/
resources/#colors



material.io/design/color/applying-color-to-ui.html

http://material.io/design/color/applying-color-to-ui.html


Accessibility For 
Everyone 
by Laura Kalbag

https://abookapart.com/products/
accessibility-for-everyone

https://abookapart.com/products/accessibility-for-everyone
https://abookapart.com/products/accessibility-for-everyone


Colour is a powerful tool.



Colour creates atmosphere.



Fun lives beyond the defaults.



Accessible should 
be the default.



Accessibility matters.



Small Technology Foundation & Stately

Thank you!
Laura Kalbag


