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Designing for a global audience requires digital designers 

to prioritize inclusion, accessibility, and sustainability.



¿Alguna vez te has quedado fuera de 
algo?



Have you ever been left out of 
anything? 



How did it make you feel? 



Being left out can make people feel a range of negative emotions, 

such as sadness, loneliness, anger, frustration, and disappointment. It 

can be a painful experience that affects a person's self-esteem, self-

worth, and overall well-being.





WE LIVE IN A 
CONNECTED 
WORLD
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Consider localization from the start



Adapt products, applications, and documentation to 
cater to the language, cultural nuances, and specific 
requirements of a targeted market in the digital 
design realm.







Color, fonts, icons, and images can vary based on 
location. 



Incorporating images into an application can 
significantly enhance its visual appeal. However, it is 
important to avoid using excessively large images.





Inclusion



Inclusive Design involves considering a broad 

range of users, their diverse abilities, and the 

various environments, situations, and 

contexts in which they may interact with 

content during development.



Colors & Culture



Colors & Culture



East and Asian Cultures
Black: In many Eastern countries, it is the color of health and prosperity. 
However, in Thailand and Tibet, black is the color of evil.

Blue: In Eastern Cultures, it represents wealth and the betterment of self.
Green. The color is believed to bring health and eternity (religious).

Orange: It is a cheerful color as well as red. In many Eastern countries, 
orange symbolizes courage and love.

Purple: Similar to the West, it is associated with wealth, nobility, and 
royalty.
https://design4users.com/



Manga 168 is a very popular site in Thailand - Most visited for animation and comics



East and Asian Cultures
Purple: Similar to the West, it is associated with wealth, nobility, and 
royalty.

Red: The color is associated with Eastern countries in the first place. Red 
is considered the most complimentary color, bringing happiness and 
prosperity, so it is often used everywhere in the East.

White: Unlike Western culture, white is linked to death and mourning. For 
example, people wear white clothes for funerals.

Yellow: It is associated with things like being sacred and independent.

https://design4users.com/



Livedoor - Is in the top 10 visited websites in Japan



China 

Black: It is the color of boys in China. Black associates with masculinity.

Blue: Blue is feminine, while in Western culture, it is a masculine color.

Green: Hats colored green for men in China mean the man's wife is 
unfaithful.
https://design4users.com/



China 
Orange: This color Chinese people associate with good health.

Red: It is a traditional Chinese color. People wear red on significant 
occasions like the New Year and weddings. Red symbolizes good luck and 
long life to the people.

White: The color represents death and bad luck.

Yellow: A fascinating fact is that yellow can be associated with vulgarity. 
So when the Chinese say "yellow picture" or "yellow book," discussing 
types of publications or media, it's about this type of image and websites.

https://design4users.com/



China 
Sina is a very popular news site in China



India
Black: This color is associated with a lack of desirability, negativity, and 
inertia.

Blue: It is the color of Krishna, a central god in Hinduism. Blue 
symbolizes strength and is often used by sports teams.

Green: In India, 30% of the population is Islamic, and the green color is 
respected in Islam. Also, green has the connotation of a new beginning 
and happiness.

Orange: Orange is the most common color. Orange represents the 
"sacral chakra," according to Hindu beliefs. The orange is also 
associated with courage and sacrifice.

https://design4users.com/



India
Aajtak is a very popular news site in India



India

Purple: The mix of red and ochre symbolizes wealth and nobility in India.

Red: It's the color of purity, so brides wear red clothes. Red is also 
associated with the goddess Durga, who has a red tongue and almost red 
eyes. In Southern India, the red color stands for violence and disruption.

White: Indians wear white at funerals, the only color widows are allowed to 
wear. Similar to Western culture, it is the color of peace and purity.

Yellow: The color in Hinduism symbolizes sanctity. Yellow is also connoted 
as the color of commerce.



When you hear the word disability what do you 
think? 
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Accessibility



Accessibility regulations vary around the world



Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 



Web Content Accessibility Standards (WCAG) are a part of guidelines 
published by the web accessibility initiative (WAI) and World Wide Web 
Consortium (W3C), the main international standard organization for the 
internet. 



67% of Accessibility errors happen in 
design

Deque 



Accessibility is more than color contrast 



Hierarchy is essential

Organize visual information in a manner that 
suggests significance, like enlarging the headline of 
a text body compared to the text beneath it.





• Font size. Make the font size at least 16px, which is the recommended minimum font size 

for digital platforms. Making your font size smaller than the recommended size could 

increase readability issues.

• Contrast. Focus on creating a distinct difference between two elements on a screen. 

Contrast can be created between the sizes of elements or color selections. For example, 

dark text on a light background of a web page helps to minimize readability or 

discoverability issues. 

Vincent Braithwaite for Adobe



• Discoverability. Use contrast to help users easily find information on a website. Using 

colors that are low in contrast to one another not only makes it difficult to find information 

but also increases errors when navigating the website. 

• Repetition. Repeat a single element many times in a design to help with memorability and 

guiding users through the website. 

• Scale. Monitor the scale of elements within proximity to other elements, as this can help 

emphasize parts of your design. 

Vincent Braithwaite for Adobe



Sustainability



AI (everyone is talking about it)



Did you know…



For Chat GPT training alone, a level of emissions 
equal to that of a car traveling as long as a round trip 
to the Moon has been estimated. 



In fact, some digital scientists have calculated that 
this “training” required to operate Chat GPT 
generates CO2 at the same levels as a car traveling 
700,000 km, which is about twice the distance 
between Earth and the Moon. Cornell University, 2019



57% of consumers said they would change their 

shopping ways to reduce carbon emissions IBM





What can designers do to make sustainable digital 
experiences? 



Research



Ask questions and find the answers…

Is navigation (hierarchy) easy to use? 

What size are the files we use for our experiences? 

Do we have any pages not being used - can these be 
removed? 

How many taps/clicks does it take to navigate? Can we 
decrease this? 



THAN
K YOU 

ありがとう



Can we really make a 
difference? 

Yes, yes we can! 


