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Lost in translation

Are we talking about the same thing?

Modal title
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What are design tokens?

Design tokens are the visual design atoms of the design
system — specifically, they are named entities that store visual
design attributes. We use them in place of hard-coded values
(such as hex values for color or pixel values for spacing) in
order to maintain a scalable and consistent visual system

for Ul development.

Lightning Design System



What are design tokens?

A variable is a container for a value, like a number we
might use in a sum, or a string that we might use as part of
a sentence.

https.//developer.mozilla.org/



What are design tokens?

IS example-component.tsx X

import React from "react";

o

const elementValue = "example value that will be reused";

const MyComponent = () => <p>{elementValuel}</p
const MyOtherComponent = () => <div>{elementValue}</div




What are design tokens?

Raw value
#FE4DO1 The raw value of a design decision. Like a color, a

radius in rem or PX or a font styling

Reference tokens

All possible design tokens that represent the
foundational design principles

reference.color.orange.500

Reduced set of the design tokens with a clear purpose
(semantic) derived from the design language.

semantic.color.brand.default

Component tokens

Referencing to semantic tokens and defining
the anatomy (property) of a component.

. Semantic tokens

button.primary.background.default



What are design tokens?
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Connecting dots

E) Tokens Studio for Figma
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From Tokens Studio to Figma
variables and components in the
Figma library




Connecting dots
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Connecting dotS g

{
"reference": {
"orange": 1
"orange500": {
"value": "#FE4DO1",
"type": "color",
"description": "...

}

{} tokens-demo.json X

{
"reference": {
"orange":
"orange500": {
"value": "#FE4D01",
"type": "color",
"description': "...

}

e
"theme": {

"light": {
"brand": {
"default": ||
"default": <

"value": "{reference.orange.orange500}",
"type'": "color",
"description": "...
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| S
I + DESIGN-TOKENS (3 B2 U & tokens-studio-properties > {} tokens-2.1.json > {} reference > {} color > {} orange > {} orange600 > =] type

0O > size 2 b \ 7
33 “orange350": { >
g oo 34 “value": "#FE824D", -
2_9 {} breakpoints.json 35 “type": “color" v
{} border.json 36 b -
Y {} migration.json 37 “orange400": { v
] (0 ison 38 “value": “"#FE7134", 5
. 39 "“type": "color" e
0 Vv scripts 40 }, ::"‘
8. > figma 41 "orange450": { ==
$ build-ruby-gem.sh 42 “value": "#FESF1A", e
L._‘@ J$ create-testing-variant.js 43 } "type": "color” EE
44 -
Js - mj ) -
Govmioad fon.ts s . 45 “orange500": { :‘Ej
QO 5 generate‘tS‘s.gnatures-]s 46 nvaluen: u‘oomeu' -;:—
Js get-fonts-metadata.js 47 “type": “color" e
@ )s preprocessStudioTokens.mjs 48 by >
> semantictokens_android 49 orange550": { s
; 50 “value": "#E54501", i
s 51 “type": “"color" .
> temp-dist 52 }, ;’l
> tests 53 "orange600" : g
v tokens-studio-properties 54 | “value": "“#CB3E01", §~
" 55 “type": “color" o>
Wokens-2.1son 2 5, yP -
& .env 57 “orange650": { e
$ .env.template 58 “value": “#B23601", g:
O .giﬁgmre 59 “type“: "color" g._
= .nvmrc pe b e
(b oakars 61 “orange700": { >

o ;:hangelog — PROBLEMS OUTPUT  DEBUG CONSOLE  TERMINAL sh /A +v D @ - ~ X

{} config.json O =+ design-tokens git:(test-2.1-tokens) []

% CONTRIBUTING.md
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)5 index.js

)5 jest.config.js

{} package-lock.json
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(i) README.md

© LI descript

- #° test-2.1-tokens 041t @ OA0 ¢ Blame design-system-babbel (3 months ago) Ln55,Col 26 Spaces:2 UTF-8 LF ()} JSON &8  Prettier & [
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How it helped us

We use the same colours across all
the apps

We fixed many inconsistencies across
the product

We are ready to propagate any
upcoming changes very quickly

Design system gained visibility and
adoption.

We were able to provide our users
with the dark mode



How it helped us
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Something so small as
token have a
superpower to bring
us closer together



