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The Blue Marvel - Photo by NASA (1972)









rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Look back
to look forward
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Go back at least twice
as far as we want to
look forward.
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Futures of Design

Preferable
Worlds

Challenges, Opportunities and Responsibilities

Design Futures

Agenda —
i The Great Imagination: Histories of the Future
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The Great Imagination
Histories of the Future

oooooooooooo
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Today, our culture is
full of images like
these...









Black Mirror - Ch
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Have we always imagined, as we do
now, radically different futures?



rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

How has our idea of the future
changed at different historical
moments?









“For most of human history humans
lived in societies where there was very
little social or environmental change.
Past, present, and future seemed exactly
the same.”

— James Dator
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We have to jump to the second
half of the 18th century to find
the first images of the future.



L’An Deux Mille - Luis Sebastien Mercier (1771)
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From then on, and particularly
from the 19th century onwards,
stories with images of the future

began to increase in quantity and
quality.
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What happened in that period?
Why does this interest in the
future explode?
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The Great Acceleration
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Echoing the 'Great Acceleration' we can
speak of a 'Great Imagination' that, like
a feedback loop, accelerates from the
18th century to the present.
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We live in a polycrisis whose
resolution may be crucial for the
history of our planet.



rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

What we do in the coming decades
will decide what happens in the next
centuries and beyond.



rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

What alternative futures can we
imagine to respond to the challenges
we face?



How many ways
are there to
continue these
curves?
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Design and
Futures

oooooooooooo



Preferable Worlds

Futures?
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Futurists do not try to predict the
future. Rather we study, create and
use “images of the future.”
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We can't predict the future, but we can...

1. Imagine or forecast possible futures.
2. Ask and reflect on which ones are preferable.

3. Plan, innovate and design towards preferable futures.
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What possible futures can we imagine
now?






“Each of the millions of images of the
futures are variations of one of four
generic and fundamentally-different
images.”

— James Dator
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Four Alternatives:
The World in 2050

oooooooooooo



rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

4 global thought leaders +
4 design futures pioneers

oooooooooooo



rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

oooooooooooo
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Experiential futures
Design fiction
Speculative design
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The use of design processes,
methods, and artifacts (graphics,
objects, experiences, etc.) to develop
and communicate images of the
future.
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Growth

“Continued growth is the
"official" view of the future of all
modern governments,
educational systems, and
organizations.” — Jim Dator

Scott Webb

Unsplash



https://unsplash.com/@scottwebb?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/modern-city?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText




Green growth?
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“The conjunction of post-pandemic
reconstruction, with the climate
emergency at this midpoint of the current
technological wave, indicates the
possibility of directing the economy
towards digital, green, equitable and

global growth.”
— Carlota Pérez
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A future of green growth:

1. Innovative and entrepreneurial governments.
2. Renewable energy and circular economy.

3. Dematerialization of the economy through digital services and

products.
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How might design evolve In this
alternative future?
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Evolution of design:

1. Greater importance of design in the public sector.
2. Expansion of the design of digital services and products.

3. Design of circular products: recyclable, repairable, etc.
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Collapse

“There may be many and
different reasons that people
fear (or hope for?) collapse.” —
Jim Dator






“Collapse is the horizon of our
generation. But collapse is not the end —
it’s the beginning of our future. We will
reinvent new ways of living in the world...

— Raphael Stevens y Pablo Servigne
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A future of collapse:

1. Arapid and radical energy decline.
2. Reduction of social complexity (“Failed States”).

3. The opportunity to start again.
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Grasias, The Good Collapse - N O R M A L S with Raphaél Stevens (2021)



, The Good C
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Evolution of design:

1. Frugal design, design for resilience and disaster relief.
2. Reduction of professional design: everyone designs.

3. Social, local and community (re)design.

Jorge Camacho
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“Yes, green growth is a fantasy but
collapse is not inevitable.”
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Discipline

“Some people feel that precious
places, processes, and

values are threatened or
destroyed by allowing
continuous economic growth.”
— Jim Dator



Giacomo D’'Alisa



“Degrowth advocates promote the
common sense that ‘people should live
simply so that others, human and non-
human, can simply live.””

— Giacomo D’Alisa
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A future of discipline (degrowth):

1. Planned and selective reduction of production and

consumption.
2. “Public luxury and private sufficiency.” (George Monbiot)

3. Reorientation of life towards well-being and care.
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Las Erres - Becoming with Giacomo D’Alisa (2021)
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Evolution of design:

1. Design for social innovation (solving problems through social

reorganization).
2. Design of public spaces and experiences.

3. Design so that efficiency and sufficiency are desirable.
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oooooooooooo
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Transformation

“... welcomes the transformation
of all life, including humanity
from its present form into a

new "posthuman" form, on an
entirely artificial Earth” — Jim
Dator

to
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A future of transformation:

1. Technological evolution determines social, political and cultural
structures.

2. Abundance of energy (nuclear fission and fusion).

3. Restoration and total control of the planet (intentional
Anthropocene).
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“What about a world in which fusion has
made clean energy abundant for all...
where precision agriculture and robotic
harvesting is guided by smallholders and
land collectives? ”

— Holly Jean Buck
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Evolution of design:

1. Expansion of design and the artificial on a planetary scale.

2. Design subordinated to technological development: artificial

intelligence, robots, drones, etc.

3. Transcendence of the human: posthumanism, singularity, etc.

Jorge Camacho
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These four futures
represent the horizon of
possibilities towards 2050.

oooooooooooo
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How can we prepare for those
possibilities?
Which of those — or what
aspects of all of them — do we
find preferable?



rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

How can we, as citizens and
professionals, contribute to
achieving that preferable future?



rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

What will design disciplines
and practices look like in 20507?
How can design contribute to
directing us towards one of
these alternative futures?

oooooooooooo
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As designers, these alternative futures:

1. They can help them forecast the evolution of the design to better

prepare.

2. These are options you can work toward today: do you prefer

growth, discipline, transformation, or even collapse?

3. They can be combined: what things should grow? Which ones
should collapse? What do we want to preserve or transform?
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More info about The Great Imagination

Mundos
Preferibles

Texts about Alternative Futures

Take a survey about preferable futures

Complete activity: “Your future self”



Design Matters 2024 - Mexico

Thank you!

Jorge Camacho - @j camachor



