


2024



2024



2009 - 2012 2024



This is me

This is not me

RECENTLY SHIPPEDChappell Ellison
HELLO MY NAME IS

Web designer → Design journalist → Copywriter → Content strategist → Strategist
2006 2024



This is me

This is not me

RECENTLY SHIPPEDChappell Ellison
HELLO MY NAME IS

Web designer → Design journalist → Copywriter → Content strategist → Strategist
2006 2024



2007



2007



2007



THE GOD DAMN TABLE



2011 - 2015



THE GOD DAMN TABLE



THE GOD DAMN TABLE

Tech companies

Design Value



The Three Stages of Pioneer Semantics
UNDERSTANDING

“Design will save the world.” “20 Ways to Make Your Design  
System a Success”

“Design is dead.”

STAGE 1

Heroics Craft
STAGE 2 STAGE 3

Crisis
ca. 2007 ca. 2015 ca. 2024

┬─┬ノ( º _ ºノ) (╯°□°)╯︵ ┻━┻
Seat at the table acquired Cultural/Economic shiftNew table created



The Three Stages of Pioneer Semantics
UNDERSTANDING

“Design will save the world.” “20 Ways to Make Your Design  
System a Success”

“Design is dead.”

STAGE 1

Heroics Craft
STAGE 2 STAGE 3

Crisis
ca. 2007 ca. 2015 ca. 2024

┬─┬ノ( º _ ºノ) (╯°□°)╯︵ ┻━┻
Seat at the table acquired Cultural/Economic shiftNew table created



“Design will save the world.”



“Design will save the world.”



“Design will save the world.”



Why do we resort to heroics?
PIONEER SEMANTICS: CONDITIONS

1. You offer a value that’s difficult to measure 



Why do we resort to heroics?
PIONEER SEMANTICS: CONDITIONS

1. You offer a value that’s difficult to measure 

2. You need money and resources 



Why do we resort to heroics?
PIONEER SEMANTICS: CONDITIONS

1. You offer a value that’s difficult to measure 

2. You need money and resources 

3. Difficult truths must be overlooked



”With these new abilities, we can have shared prosperity 
to a degree that seems unimaginable today; in the future, 
everyone’s lives can be better than anyone’s life is now.”



”With these new abilities, we can have shared prosperity 
to a degree that seems unimaginable today; in the future, 
everyone’s lives can be better than anyone’s life is now.”



”With these new abilities, we can have shared prosperity 
to a degree that seems unimaginable today; in the future, 
everyone’s lives can be better than anyone’s life is now.”

1. Offers a value that’s difficult to measure 

2. Needs money and resources 

3. Difficult truths must be overlooked

CONDITIONS
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What’s so bad about heroics?
PIONEER SEMANTICS: IMPLICATIONS

1. It aligns design with fame instead of labor 

2. It’s warped our educational system 

3. It inflates expectations of what we can deliver 

4. It leads to a discipline and personal identity crisis
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AUTHOR

Ursula Le Guin

“For we each of us deserve everything, every 
luxury that was ever piled in the tombs of the 
dead kings, and we each of us deserve 
nothing, not a mouthful of bread in hunger. 

…Free your mind of the idea of deserving, 
the idea of earning, and you will begin to 
be able to think.” 

🫠
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