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 “As much as AI is about 
algorithms, it is also about 
the human condition—
and we need to make sure 
that humanity is at the 
center of this powerful 
technology, especially as it 
changes so fast.” 

—Dr Fei-Fei Li, Godmother of AI

Photo credit IEEE Spectrum

https://spectrum.ieee.org/fei-fei-li-world-labs


WHAT IS SLOW DESIGN

A PRACTICE ROOTED 
IN REFLECTION 

RESPONSIBILITY 
AND LONG-TERM 

VALUE

Photo by @EAMES office

https://www.flickr.com/photos/laurenmanning/


ALASTAIR FAUD-LUKE CAROLYN STRAUSS





FAST 

OPTIMIZE

ENGAGE FAST

ADD FEATURES

SHORT-TERM GAINS

REFLECT

ENGAGE DEEPLY

ADD MEANING

LONG-TERM VALUE

SLOW



THE AGE OF ACCELERATION



FLOODED  
WITH DATA  

STARVED FOR 
MEANING

Photo by Maxine guo on Pexels  

https://www.pexels.com/photo/urban-coffee-shop-exterior-with-people-queueing-29030812/




 “I don’t feel good about 
my relationship with 
technology right now…It 
feels a lot like being 
jostled on a crowded 
street in New York, or 
being bombarded with 
notifications and flashing 
lights in Las Vegas.” 

—Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAI

Photo by Snapwire on Pexels 

https://links.morningbrew.com/c/zFR?mblid=dabd2e968c18&mbcid=40000064.314941&mid=2cc78b56028964eae9e136196cbfcbb1&mbuuid=ckUwusgSGQZUQAssR1vYL4HQ
https://www.pexels.com/photo/welcome-to-fabulous-las-vegas-nevada-signage-165799/


OUR BEST IDEAS 
EMERGE WHEN 

THE MIND 
WANDERS

Photo by Juan Pablo Serrano on Pexels

https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-wearing-blue-denim-jacket-putting-her-right-arm-on-her-cheek-1081673/


RELENTLESS 
EFFICIENCY IS NOT 
ALWAYS NECESSARY 

IMPERFECTION 
MAKES US HUMAN

Photo credit: https://risottostudio.com/



6 PRINCIPLES 

REFLECT
ENCOURAGE 

CONTEMPLATION 
AND INTROSPECTION

PARTICIPATE
PARTICIPATION IN THE 

DESIGN PROCESS

REVEAL
HIDDEN OR 

OVERLOOKED ASPECTS 
OF EVERYDAY LIFE

EXPAND
SENSE OF TIME, 

SPACE AND CONTEXT

ENGAGE
EXPERIENCES, 

ENVIRONEMENTS, OBJECTS

EVOLVE
DESIGN TO EVOLVE 

AND ADAPT OVER TIME



EMOTIONAL RESONANCE BAR

WE NEED TO 
ENGAGE OUR 
EMOTIONS

TECH EXAMPLES

OTHER EXAMPLES



REVEAL
This principle focuses on highlighting the 
spaces and experiences in everyday life 
that are often overlooked.

Photo credit Akiko Hirari
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HOW CAN WE AMPLIFY REVEAL
EXPAND 
REFLECT 
ENGAGE 
PATICIPATE 
EVOLVE



EXPAND
This principle encourages designers to 
consider the potential "expressions" of 
objects and environments beyond their 
immediate functionality, lifespans, and 
physical attributes. 

Photo credit Katie Patterson



KATIE PATERSON - FUTURES LIBRARY
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REVEAL

REFLECT 
ENGAGE 
PATICIPATE 
EVOLVE

HOW CAN WE AMPLIFY EXPAND



REFLECT
Slow design promotes contemplation and 
reflective consumption, urging users to 
consider the impact of their choices. 

Photo credit www.heliograph.com

http://www.heliograph.com


ANGUS WARE & JEFFREY SIMPSON - HELIOGRAPH

Photo credit www.heliograph.com

http://www.heliograph.com


FOSTER 
INTROSPECTION 

AND SELF 
DISCOVERY



REVEAL
EXPAND

ENGAGE 
PATICIPATE 
EVOLVE

HOW CAN WE AMPLIFY REFLECT



ENGAGE
It emphasizes collaboration, transparency, 
and open-source processes, allowing for 
the evolution of designs over time. 

Photo credit Lynbrek Croft



LYNN CASSELLS & SANDRA BAER

Photo credit Lynbrek Croft





REVEAL
EXPAND
REFLECT

PATICIPATE 
EVOLVE

HOW CAN WE AMPLIFY ENGAGE



PARTICIPATE
This principle encourages active 
participation from users in the design 
process.

Photo credit MONA



Photo credit MONA/Jesse Hunniford





REVEAL
EXPAND
REFLECT
ENGAGE

EVOLVE
HOW CAN WE AMPLIFY PARTICIPATE



EVOLVE
Slow design recognizes that richer 
experiences can emerge from the 
dynamic maturation of objects and 
environments over time. 

Photo credit Art Interview

https://artinterview.com/en/interviews/james-turrell/


Photo credit Copenhagen Contemporary

https://copenhagencontemporary.org/en/james-turrell/




REVEAL
EXPAND
REFLECT
ENGAGE
PARTICIPATE
HOW CAN WE AMPLIFY EVOLVE



AMPLIFY



SENSORY DEPTH

LONG-TERM IMPACT

MEANINGFUL WANDERINGEFFICIENCY & UTILITY

WE NEED TO 
CHANGE 
GEARS





EMOTIONAL RESONANCE BAR

WE NEED TO 
ENGAGE OUR 
EMOTIONS

TECH EXAMPLES

OTHER EXAMPLES



EMOTIONAL RESONANCE BAR

WE NEED TO 
ENGAGE OUR 
EMOTIONS

TECH OTHER EXAMPLES



Taste is power.  
Intuition is strategy.  
Weirdness is your edge. 

Don’t shrink to fit the metrics.  
Don’t flatten your instinct to match the grid.

DESIGN



GO SLOW

MC DEAN 
MAKER & DESIGNER 

@OWL-LISTENER

THANK YOU


