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What can graphic designers do 
in the era of climate crisis?









Environmental Issues









Design is a way to solve problems



Worked hard  
to save up  
tuition

Studied  
design at 
a night 
university

Worked at 
three design 
studios in  
Tokyo



Am I solving problems ?



Creating unnecessary desires
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Consumerism is everywhere 
Different forms of consumerism



Earth overshoot day



July 24th 

This year’s 
Overshoot day is:













How can I continue working as a designer 
without betraying my beliefs?





Rikako  
Nagashima
Tokyo, Japan

Khushuboo 

Pune, IndiaJonny 
Black
SanFrancisco, USA

This Ain’t 
Rock’n’Roll

London, UK

Benedetta 
Crippa

Stockholm, Sweden 
originally from Italy



I have “an ethical view of what NOT to do”. 
Because sometimes it is not the right thing to  
accept any kind of work and  
improve them through design. 

Rikako Nagashima 



Sustainable designers are just good designers.  
If you’re only focusing on sustainability  
and not creating interesting design, then  
you cannot be as influential as you could be.

Jonny  Black 



When you look at products,  
what is often missed is the true value of the cost.

Khushuboo Gandhi 



Evaluating the purpose is more important 
than choosing the right material. 
Purpose is everything.

This Ain’t Rock’n‘Roll 



Being a designer means to have the task of showing 
another something beyond what already exists.

Benedetta Crippa 

This ‘unsustainable world’ was created  
by certain people in a specific period of time.  
It is not unavoidable, nor the best we can do.





How do I work now?



Do not work with clients who..

• benefit from fossil fuel 
• exploit people and animals 
• create unnecessary desires 

Principle 1

A lot of  
networking!



After I decided to take a project, 

• research the least environmentally damaging 
approaches 

• convince the client to take a better design choice  
• find local collaborators

Principle 2



Purpose

Principle 1 Principle 2

Materials & 
Production

Good  
design 









designs that do not serve 
an extreme form of consumerism,



but imagine  
a fairer, kinder world for every being



Thank you!
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